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STEMtastics 2017
Saturday, March 11, 8:15 to 12 noon
Richard J. Ernst Community Cultural Center
NOVA-Annandale Campus
Must See TV!

STEMtastics 2017, inspiring middle school girls to
pursue STEM careers, features hands-on
workshops for middle school girls given by
women working in STEM fields.

Branch member Kay Corbett was interviewed by
Dianne King for the television show On the Go
with AAUW about her book, Calla Lilies: A True
Story of Four Sisters and Their Struggle to
Survive Abuse, Addiction, and Poverty in
America.

We again expect a full house. Registration was
closed after 15 days! This year will see a number
of boys attending. The school board policy
requires that Fairfax County Public Schools
(FCPS) not sponsor events limited to
a single gender. At the same time,
FCPS used their facilities to send
STEMtastics publicity and
registration information to the
parents of all FCPS middle school
students at no cost to us.

On the Go with AAUW is shown on
Channel 10, a public access channel in
Fairfax County. The show will be aired
three times:




Thursday, March 9 at 9:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 12 at 4:00 p.m.
Monday, March 13 at 12:30 a.m.

Numerous volunteers from AAUW
Channel 10 is carried by Comcast in
branches will converge on NOVAReston; Cox Communications in Falls
Annandale on the morning of March
Church and Fairfax County; and Verizon
11 to welcome over 300 students and
FIOS in west Arlington County, Falls
their parents. Information packets
Church, Fairfax County, Loudoun
Kay Corbett
explaining their duties, along with
County, Leesburg, Prince William
maps of where to meet, will be emailed to them in
County, Stafford County, and Fredericksburg.
the next week.
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More than 20 women professionals will conduct
hands-on workshops for the students while their
parents attend workshops given by school
counselors, financial advisors, and a panel of
young women studying STEM subjects.
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By the time of the first European contact in 1607,
Powhatan had gathered a number of tribes into a
confederacy, which he headed. John Smith’s
arrival in Jamestown marked the start of tensions
between the two groups that have lasted for
centuries. Despite changes in social attitudes
toward racial and ethnic groups, major issues for
American Indians remain:

American Indians in Virginia







Desire for federal recognition
Environmental degradation
Need for sustainable enterprises
Better access to programs for housing, health
care, and economic development
Promotion of education

Dr. Wood’s job in presentations like these, she
says, is to counter some of the Eurocentric views
and stereotypes of American Indian history and
culture that are taught in schools. Everyone
knows about arrowheads, so the impression of
men shooting arrows with their bows persists.
Leather, wood, hides, and other materials decay,
so less is known about crafts and domestic life.
The language used to discuss American Indians
portrays their history as less sophisticated and less
significant. For example, they are said to have
“had gardens,” rather than “practiced agriculture.”
Indians stage “massacres,” while Europeans have
“battles.” Indian “myths” are “history” in
European parlance.

Photo(s) courtesy of the Fairfax County Public Library
Photo(s) by Fred Pitman

Karenne Wood

Karenne Wood, Ph.D., gave a fascinating, though
necessarily brief, summary of American Indians’
18,000 years in Virginia at our February meeting.
A number of theories explain how and why
American Indians arrived in what is now the
United States, but we know that by 10–12,000
years ago they had settled throughout Virginia;
Clovis points dating from that period are found
throughout the state. The earliest evidence of
building is the Thunderbird near Front Royal,
which dates from between 9500 and 9000 B.C.
Anthropological evidence documents the
evolution of tools and culturing of native plants
during this period. Between 500 B.C. and 900
A.D., many separate American Indian cultures
developed in Virginia, cultivation of corn had
begun, and trade networks were operating.

Today, about 5,000 people are enrolled in 11
state-recognized American Indian tribes in
Virginia, one of which is federally recognized. The
tribes represent an ancient heritage with a rich
culture and presence in our state.
Recognized Tribes in Virginia
Cheroenhaka
Chickahominy
Eastern Chickahominy
Mattaponi †
Monacan
Nansemond
* = federally recognized
† = has a reservation
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Nottoway
Pamunkey*†
Patawomek
Rappahannock
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Membership
We have another new member who joined at our
meeting on February 18. Please welcome Bonnie
Butler. She is a graduate student who hopes to
finish her degree within the next year. Please
welcome her whenever you see her. Her
information is

Every member of AAUW Fairfax City Branch
knows that membership is a challenge for the
branch and for AAUW in general. We have had
some success this year because our program
meetings have been co-sponsored by the Fairfax
County Public Library, bringing in some new
attendees. (Thanks, Kitty and Dianne!)

Bonnie Butler
7911 Timarand Court
Lorton, VA 22079
skyvine@yahoo.com
703/598-8662
University of Richmond, Undergraduate and
Graduate

The Board needs your help to build our
membership in three ways.
First, do you know of any other groups that we
could invite to participate with us in hopes of
increasing our membership? These include
professional associations, sororities or fraternities,
and other organizations that might enhance our
diversity. Do you know of newsletters where we
could consider putting an ad or announce our
meetings? Does anyone know faculty members at
NOVA and GMU where we are already
connected that we could talk to about AAUW?

Our membership is now at 51!
For those of you, who are volunteering at
STEMtastics, if you meet anyone who is
interested in joining AAUW, please send them my
way at the membership table outside the
auditorium. I will be happy to talk with them.
Before you go to STEMtastics, think about how
you can tell those you meet why you joined
AAUW and Fairfax City Branch and what is
important to you about it. Can you do it in thirty
seconds or less?

Second, each of us is a recruiter for membership
in the branch. For example, are you ready with
your elevator speech about why you joined and
why you stay? Are you welcoming to visitors and
new members, making them feel at home? How
do you describe our branch when asked? We are
both fun and we give back to the community.
What more could anyone ask for?

Meet Bonnie Nelson
Despite my love of learning, I had never thought
of AAUW until I happened into a meeting on
climate change at the invitation of Kitty Smith.
Education, especially of women, remains a high
priority for me since I was so fortunate to
graduate from college (Westhampton,
Psychology) and graduate school (VCU,
Counseling) in spite of my father’s death when I
was two.

Third, you can assist set up a buddy system for
new members to help retain them for the long
term.
There is a lot to like about AAUW Fairfax City
Branch and you, our members, are the reason
why. Let’s make that clear to anyone we connect
with this year.

My mother worked three jobs to support her two
daughters, and I will always be grateful for her
generosity and love. She encouraged me to work
for the government or teach; I ended up with 41
years in the school system either as a teacher or
school counselor. In 2005, I started a county-wide
program for twice exceptional students
(gifted/special needs) at Wakefield High School
and began giving presentations on this special

Ever stop to think and
forget to start again?
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Member Update
Ann Slomski moved to Westminster at Lake
Ridge. Her new address is as follows:

Retirement has given me the opportunity to
spend more time at my church. I’ve joined LLI
(NOVA) and OLLI (GMU) and been able to
donate more time to political action, especially
Get Out the Vote, the past year.

12191 Clipper Dr., Apt. 202
Lake Ridge, VA 22192
703/491-5265
anabbott@verizon.net

The day before the Women’s March, a bright pink
hat my daughter’s friend had made arrived in the
mail so, of course, I had to go. I read up on
protests before, but nowhere did I read the advice
I wish I had been given: Don’t drink coffee
before going downtown with half a million
women!

Gender Stereotypes
Something terrible happens to girls between the
approximate ages of five and six: they come to
think they aren’t smart. These are the results of
several studies recently published in the journal
Science. In one study, children were told a story
about a person who was “really, really nice” and
second story about a person who was “really,
really smart.” They were then shown pictures of
two boys and two girls and asked to indicate
which one might be the character in the stories.
Although five-year-olds were equally likely to pick
their own gender as being smart, six-year-old girls
were less likely to associate being smart with their
gender. It appears that the older children had
already picked up on the cultural stereotype that
“being intellectually gifted is a male quality.”

Dues Discount for New Graduate
Students
Bonnie Butler is an artist who joined AAUW
(national) at our February branch meeting using
AAUW’s introductory membership incentive for
graduate students new to AAUW. This
introductory membership costs only $18.81. If
you know a graduate student who never belonged
to AAUW, tell her about this discount, and
encourage her to join AAUW.

In another study, six- and seven-year-olds were
shown a game they were told was either for
children who are “really smart” or for those who
“try really hard.” When the game was described as
being for smart children, the girls were less
interested than the boys, but if it was described as
for children who try hard, the girls were as
interested in playing as the boys.

Vice President for Membership
The Nominating Committee is pleased that Sue
Manganiello has agreed to be nominated as
branch Vice President for Membership beginning
in June 2017. Our thanks and congratulations to
Sue.
Unfortunately, Sue prefers Florida to Fairfax
County in the winter. This means that we will
need someone to cover for her during the months
of December through February. If you can help
by filling this spot, please call or email Joan
Dimengo (703/815-1586; jdimengo@gmail.com).
We’ll even give you a title: Co-Vice President for
Membership!

How can we counteract these stereotypes? One
suggestion is to emphasize how important
learning and effort are. When the stereotype has
to do with innate ability, over which a child has
no control, we can stress how much she is
learning, how much she will learn next year, and
how hard she works. The authors suggest, too,
that successful role models in the child’s life can
boost motivation and self-esteem.

If at first you don't succeed,
skydiving is not for you.

Source: Andrei Cimpian and Sara-Jane Leslie, “Why Young
Girls Don’t Think They Are Smart Enough,” New York
Times, Jan. 26, 2017.
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Calendar

Lab Girl, by Hope Jahren, 2016

STEMtastics ............................................... Mar 11
Annual State Business Meeting .................. Apr 1
Branch Board Meeting .............................. Apr 4
Brach Meeting .............................................Apr 20
Equal Pay Day.............................................Apr 24
AAUW National Convention ............. Jun 14–17
Book & Author Lunch .............................. Oc. 28

Follow AAUW’s blogs at
http://www.aauw.org/blog/ ,
keep yourself well informed, and
learn to be an effective advocate
for the issues you care about.

Hope Jahren

Hope Jahren has written about her life as a
geobiologist or paleobotanist. She has studied the
evolution of plant life by looking at fossils and
soil layers deep under earth’s surface. Her
enthusiasm for her career is reflected in her
writing about it. Chapters alternate between
information about trees written in language for
the lay person (their germination, the phases in
their growth, their survival in extreme weather,
what they do to protect each other) and her life as
a scientist (setting up a new lab in each university
where she teaches, taking students on field trips,
fretting about funding).

What is the political road ahead?

Accompanying her during her career is an everloyal, knowledgeable, resourceful, amusing, and
completely idiosyncratic Bill. Brief chapters
describe her falling in love and marrying Clint,
pregnancy and delivery, and coping with bipolar
symptoms. Overlaying the book are Jahren’s love
of her work, her drive to find answers, and her
sense of herself.

The feminist message that needs to be heard.

Hope Jahren writes a blog that is fresh and
entertaining. Check it out at
https://hopejahrensurecanwrite.com/.

Ways to stand up to sexism.

~Jan Humphrey
If you’d like to recommend a book to your
AAUW friends, write up (briefly) what you liked
about it or what the book is about and send it to
the Focus editor at dandjhumph@aol.com.

Photos courtesy AAUW.
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Interest Groups
Afternoon Lit

Musical Notes

Wednesday, March 15, at 1 p.m.
Home of Jean Golightly
10701 Howerton Avenue, Fairfax
jeancgo@aol.com
703/591-9363

Friday, March 24, at 1 p.m.
Home of Olga Burns
10623 Timberidge Road, Fairfax Station
Rubato12@aol.com
703/239-2876

Please contact Jean by Sunday, March 12, if you
plan to attend. We will discuss The Boys in the Boat
by Daniel James Brown (227pp.).

We’ll continue our enjoyment of Verdi’s Rigoletto
this month as we listen to the second half. Please
let Olga know if you are attending.

Great Decisions–Salon Discussion Group

Night Owls

Friday, March 10, at 12 noon
Home of Kay Corbett
7226 Clifton Road, Clifton
Kaycorbett1@msn.com
703/222-6012

Tuesday, March 14, at 6:30 p.m.
Home of Joyce Grimes
8550 Fisher Woods Drive, Lorton
joyce_grimes@cox.net
703/550-8722

We will continue with the second topic in the
2017 Foreign Policy Association's Great
Decisions book: Trade Policy. All members are
welcome to attend. We will listen to a 30-minute
DVD on the topic that accompanies the briefing
book.

A light supper will be followed by our
discussion of The Green Road, by Anne
Enright, led by Jan Humphrey. Please let Joyce
know if you will be attending.
In April we will read The Radiance of
Tomorrow, by Ishmael Beah.

Please let the hostess know if you will be coming.
Bring a light lunch. Marilyn Parker will provide
dessert, and the hostess will furnish drinks and
snacks.

Rosa Parks
#ShePersisted, and so will we. Join us: bit.ly/joinaauw

Lunch Bunch
Six of us enjoyed our Mexican meals at the
Coyote Grille on February 1. We ate salads, pasta,
fajitas, and quesadillas and had plenty left over for
the next day's lunch; it was too tasty to just leave
on the plate! By the time you read this, we will
have dined at the Cantina d’Italia in Fair Lakes
Shopping Center. Our April 5 Lunch Bunch will
be at First Watch in Fair City Mall at 11:00 (early
to beat the crowd), where we can decompress and
share stories about our March STEMtastics. Join
us! Please email Gale Rogers
(gale.rogers@denkifuro.com) to sign up.

Courtesy AAUW.
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Our Mission
Advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research.

AAUW Fairfax City Branch
Membership and Renewal Information
AAUW membership is open to all graduates who have a two-year, RN, four-year, or higher degree from an
accredited institution. AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership.
You can join or renew online at www.aauw.org. Click on Membership> Join/Renew> Branch Member. Follow the
prompts. We are ”VA3042 Fairfax City.”
Or, you can join or renew by completing the application below and mailing it with your check to the treasurer.
Name: _______________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip:_________________________________________________________
Phone: (H)____________________(W)__________________ (C) _______________
E-Mail: _______________________________________________________________
Degree: _______ College: ___________________________ Field: _______________
Degree: _______ College: ___________________________ Field: _______________
This information will be published in our directory and newsletter, unless you indicate items to omit.
DUES: $82 ($49 national, $15 state, $18 branch) for membership through June 30, 2017.
Note: $46 of the national dues is tax deductible.
If transferring from National Membership or another branch, submit dues to the treasurer.
Contact Joan Dimengo (C 703/203-2765 H 703/815-1586 or email jdimengo@gmail.com) for verification of the
dues amount.
AAUW ID #, if known: _____________
Dues enclosed for transfer: ___________

National membership expiration date: ______

Make your check payable to AAUW Fairfax City Branch and send it with this form and your check to the treasurer:
Dottie Joslin
11110 Del Rio Dr.
Fairfax, VA 22030-5339
j.joslin@verizon.net or 703/591-9035
Would you be willing to bring someone to our meetings and events if she lives in your area? Yes or No
Do you need transportation to our meetings and events? Yes or No
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Officers:
Gale Rogers
gale.rogers@denkifuro.com
Program Vice President:
Dianne Blais
rubato12@aol.com
Kitty Lou Smith
mailto:kittysmith@cox.net
Membership Vice President:
Joan Dimengo
jdimengo@gmail.com
Secretary:
Anita Light
anita.light95@gmail.com
Treasurer:
Dottie Joslin
j.joslin3@verizon.net
AAUW Funds and Scholarship:
Paulette Miller
psmiller10847@verizon.net
Communication:
Leslie Vandivere
lvandivere@cox.net
Newsletter Editor:
Jan Humphrey
dandjhumph@aol.com
Web Manager:
Leslie Vandivere
lvandivere@cox.net

Branch Website: http://fairfaxcity-va.aauw.net/

President:

Branch Event Chairs:
Book and Author Luncheon:
Barbara Klementz
brbklm5@verizon.net
Suzanne Mahoney
suzanne070946@mac.com
STEMtastics:
Suzanne Mahoney
suzanne070946@mac.com

Interest Group Chairs:
Afternoon Literature:
Night Owls:
Salon Discussion Group :
Musical Notes:

Jean Arnold
arnoldjh52@aol.com
Paulette Miller
psmiller10847@verizon.net
Kay Corbett
kaycorbett1@msn.com
Olga Burns
rubato12@aol.com

Penny C. Welke
ATTORNEY AT LAW
Crickenberger & Welke
Fairfax Commons, Suite 71B
3921 Old Lee Highway
Fairfax, Virginia 22030

13825 Baywood Court
Centreville, VA 20120

Area Code: 703
Telephone: 691-8900
Fax: 691-1088
3921Law@vacoxmail.com

